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I am looking forward to October, lots of good stuff happening. 
 
For those of you going on the overnight field trip to Angels Camp, we 
cannot wait to see your photos! 
 
The LENS meeting on Thursday, Oct. 17th at 7:00 pm will feature
 John Bare talking to us about Night Photography.  He is always 
 interesting and informative, so come and learn!  

At our General Critique Meeting on Thursday, Oct. 24th, Barry Evans will be back to critique the 
images submitted from the field trip to the HB Civil War Reenactment and the black & white photography 
assignment.  We meet at 6:30 pm for snacks; the meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 
 
We also have our field trip to Old Town San Diego (via train) on Sunday, October 20th.  It is always a 
fun place to photograph.  The shooting assignment is Minimalist Compositions. 
 
We are now taking reservations for our annual PSOC Holiday Party on Thursday, December 5th from 
6:00-9:00 pm at the Greenbrook Clubhouse in Fountain Valley.  See the holiday party flyer and map in 
this newsletter.  
  
We’ll have a sign-up sheet at the LENS and General meetings in October and November.  The cost is 
$25.00 per person for a special holiday buffet dinner with wine, coffee, beverages and water, and a raffle 
for prizes.  Note: Please make your check payable to PSOC and reference Holiday Party.  To register for 
the holiday party, please click on the following Google link: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/173xjZlnhYzBHmkqcbw0gDYfuGkoeOfGZ_rv_nSyJxD4/edit?us
p=sharing   
 
Be sure to mail your check to Dan Anderson at 5051 Linda Circle, Huntington Beach, CA 92649.  Or you 
can register at one of our October or November meetings and give Dan your check or cash, or pay Dan 
Anderson by Zelle - use 714-348-3210 (ref. Holiday Party in the message). 
 
All meetings are held at The Fount Church on 18225 Bushard St. in Fountain Valley. 
Hope to see you around this month!  

   Susan 
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Night Photography will be the topic for this month’s LENS meeting. 
John Bare will present. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
OCTOBER LENS Meeting Info 
Thursday:  October 17, 2024 @ 7:00 PM 

 
 
 

 
 

OCTOBER general Meeting Info 
Thursday: October 24, 2024 @ 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OCTOBER 2024 ASSIGNMENT – MINIMALIST COMPOSITIONS 

 
The term “Minimalism” is thrown around a lot in photography, but it actually 
originated from the 1950s, linked to paintings and sculptures.  Minimalism was then 
adopted by many other artistic pursuits and has even become a lifestyle movement 
where people rid themselves of clutter and mess in their own homes 
 
See Stefan Steinberg’s attached write-up for great ideas. 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20th 2024 FIELD TRIP – OLD TOWN SAN DIEGO 

(via train) 
 
This field trip will add to your opportunity to find great shots.  

*** See Linda Calkins’ attached write-up for photo opportunities. *** 
 

The General Meeting will be held on October 24, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.  Black & 
White Photography will be the assignment to show for the critique  
along with images from the “HB Civil War Reenactment” field trip.  
Barry Evans will critique   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  All Members in good standing are encouraged to email up to 
three images, plus a title photo, to the Digital Show Team at 
PSOCphoto@gmail.com on or before Tuesday, 6:00 p.m. the week of the show.  
The deadline is important because the Digital Show Team needs time to prepare 
all the images for showing.  For instructions on submitting your images, see 
“Digital Files” at our PSOC website.  Images must comply with instructions to 
fit our digital media.  Images late or not in compliance will be returned with an 
explanation. 
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2024 PSOC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JANUARY  
S M T W Th F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

       
 

01        New Year’s Day 
15        M.L. King Day 
18        LENS Meeting 
25        General Meeting 
27        Jan Field Trip – Nether- 
            cutt Museum (Sat) 
##        Jan Assignment –  
             Details 

 JULY  
S M T W Th F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

       
 

04        Independence Day 
18        LENS Meeting 
25        Gen. Mtg. “Moved” 
             to August 1st 
20        PSOC Picnic – Next to  
            Greenbrook club- 
            house (Sat) 
##       Jul Assignment – 
            “Open Theme” in 
            three (3) pictures 
 

     
FEBRUARY 

S M T W Th F S 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29   

 

14 Valentine’s Day 
19 Presidents Day 
15            LENS Meeting 
22            General Meeting 
25          Feb Field Trip-Mission 
                San Luis Rey & 
                Oceanside (Sun) 
##            Feb Assignment – 
            Shadows & Silhouettes 

 AUGUST  
S M T W Th F S 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

01       “July” General Mtg. 
18       Nat’l Animal Foster Day 
15        LENS Meeting 
22        General Meeting 
25        Aug Field Trip – San 
            Juan Capistrano (Sun) 
##        Aug Assignment – 
            Aquatic Life 
 
 

     
MARCH 

S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

29   Good Friday 
31   Easter Sunday 
21            LENS Meeting 
28            Gen. Mtg. “Moved” 
                 to April 4th 
23            Mar Field Trip – DTLA 
                via Blue Line (Sat) 
##            Mar Assignment – 
                Creative Perspectives 

 SEPTEMBER  
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      

       
 

1-30   PSOC Library Show  
  14     Library Reception (Sat) 
02        Labor Day 
05        “MOVIE NIGHT” 
19        LENS Meeting 
26        General Meeting 
Aug 31   Sep Field Trip – H.B. 
            Civil War Reenact. (Sat) 
##        Sep Assignment – 
             Black & White 
 

     
APRIL 

S M T W Th F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     

       
 

04          “March” General Mtg. 
22          Earth Day 
18          LENS Meeting 
25          General Meeting 
24          Apr Field Trip – 
              Huntington Library & 
              Gardens (Wed) 
##          Apr Assignment –  
               Painterly Effects 
April 11-14 – Field Trip to 
                   Santa Barbara, CA 
 
 

 OCTOBER  
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

       
 

03,12  Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur 
14       Indigenous Peoples Day 
31       Halloween 
17      LENS Meeting 
24      General Meeting 
20      Oct Field Trip – Old Towne 
          San Diego (Sun) 
##      Oct Assignment –  
          Minimalist Compositions 
October 10-13 – Field Trip to 
                Angels Camp, CA 
          

     
MAY 

S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  

       
 

12 Mother’s Day 
27 Memorial Day 
16          LENS Meeting 
23          General Meeting 
18          May Field Trip – San 
           Joaquin Wild. Sanc. (Sat) 
##         May Assignment – 
             Wildlife, Animals & 
             Creatures 

 NOVEMBER 
S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       
 

11 Veterans Day 
28 Thanksgiving Day 
07         LENS Meeting 
21         General Meeting 
13          Nov Field Trip – Laguna 
              Beach & Crystal  
              Cove (Wed) 
##          Nov Assignment – 
              Night Photography 

     
JUNE 

S M T W Th F S 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30       

 

16 Father’s Day 
19         Juneteenth 
20         LENS Meeting 
27         General Meeting 
12        Jun Field Trip-Sherman 
        Library & Gardens (Wed) 
##        Jun Assignment – 
            Flowers & Flora 

 DECEMBER 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

       

 

NO LENS OR GENERAL MTGS. 
25 Christmas Day 
26          Hanukkah & Kwanzaa 
05          PSOC Holiday Party – 
              Show candid shots of 
              members in 2024 
Jan. 23, 2025 General Mtg.: 
Show Laguna Beach & Crystal 
Cove field trip and Night 
Photography assignment 

Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/new-years-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/martin-luther-king-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/independence-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/valentines-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/presidents-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/good-friday.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/easter.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/labor-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/memorial-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/veterans-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/thanksgiving-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/shared/fathers-day.php
https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/juneteenth.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/christmas.php
https://www.calendarlabs.com/printable-calendar


2024  PSOC… What  to Show  at General  Meetings 
This chart shows the dates of general meetings and what to show at each 
meeting. Pictures for any assignment can be taken anytime during the year-end 
2023 and year 2024, as long as the images fit the assignment for the meeting in 
which you are showing them.  We ask members to submit current work for the 
meeting critiques.  Assignments are planned so as to be coordinated with field 
trip locations.  Pictures taken on field trips need not be assignment-related in 
order to be shown for critique 
at the meetings.  

 

DATE OF  
MEETING  

FIELD TRIP TO SHOW  ASSIGNMENT TO SHOW  

   
January 25th  Shoreline Village/Queen Mary/ 

Aquarium of the Pacific  
Qualities of Light & Shadow  

February 22nd  Nethercutt Museum & Collections  
  

Details  

March 28th  Mission San Luis Rey & Oceanside  
  

Shadows & Silhouettes  

April 25th  Downtown Los Angeles (via Blue Line)  
                             

Creative Perspectives  

May 23rd             
       Huntington Library & Gardens  
  

                                   AND 
  

Spring Overnight Trip – Santa Barbara  
                          

Painterly Effects  

June 27th  San Joaquin Wildlife Sanctuary  
  

Wildlife, Animals & Creatures  

July 25th  Sherman Library & Gardens  Flowers & Flora  

August 22nd  PSOC Picnic (by Greenbrook Clubhouse)  
  

“Open Theme” in 3 pictures  

September 26th  San Juan Capistrano  Aquatic Life  

October 24th  H.B. Civil War Reenactment  Black & White  

November 21st           
    Old Towne San Diego (Dia Los Diablos)         
                         
                                    AND 
  

Fall Overnight Trip – Angels Camp  
  

  Minimalist Compositions  

December 5th  PSOC Holiday Party 
(Greenbrook Clubhouse)  

Candid shots of PSOC  
members on field trips  
& other events in 2024  

Jan. 23, 2025   Laguna Beach & Crystal Cove  Night Photography  
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October 2024 Assignment – Minimalist Compositions 
 

Assignment to be shown at November meeting                       By Stefan Steinberg 
 
What is photographic minimalism? 
 
The term “Minimalism” is thrown around a lot in photography, but it actually 
originated from the 1950s, linked to paintings and sculptures. Minimalism 
was then adopted by many other artistic pursuits and has even become a 
lifestyle movement where people rid themselves of clutter and mess in their 
own homes. 
PSOC member Jeffrey Sward gave us a wonderful LENS class in August 
on “Minimalism” to get us ready for the October assignment. His excellent 
website is:   wwwjeffreysward.com 
 
Look on the first page in the Recent Editorial Additions box for Minimalist II 
for his entire slide presentation. 
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Jeffrey lists the important items of “Minimalism” as: 
• Austere simplicity  
• Sparseness focusing solely on the smallest number of objects in the 
    compositional process  
• Only the most important things are placed into a space  
• Management of space, shape, organization, and simplicity.  
• Minimalism is the antithesis of story telling 
 
Minimalism photography, is a type of image-making that relies on simplistic 
compositions, heavy use of empty space, and elimination of clutter. 
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Wikipedia defines “Minimalist photography” as a form of photography that is 
distinguished by austere simplicity. It emphasizes sparseness and careful 
composition, shying away from overabundance of color, patterns, or 
information.  

 

 

 

Longer focal lengths are helpful for isolating subjects in busier environments 
because you can zoom in and exclude extraneous details. The decreased depth of 
field that comes with longer lenses also helps to separate subjects from the 
background by placing it out of focus. The longer the lens, the more apparent 
this becomes, so a 600mm lens will be able to blur the background much more 
efficiently than a 50mm lens as in the example below. This increases the needed 
negative space. 
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Black and white images naturally lend themselves to these types of images 
by eliminating the busy effect of different colors. Black and white pictures 
offer more austere images along with simplicity. 
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Long Exposure Landscape  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VslI93UfDGI 

 

 

 

 

From the Minimalist Photography Awards 2023. 
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Color and abstract designs, if simple, are excellent minimalist designs. 

 

Glenn Howmann  X-ing 

********************************************************************************************************************* 

The Digital Photography School has an excellent online presentation on 
Minimalism at: 

https://digital-photography-school.com/photographic-minimalism/ 
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A wonderful example of 20 Minimalist photos are at: 

20 Inspiring Street Winning Photos Of The Minimalist 
Photography Awards  

2023https://121clicks.com/inspirations/minimalist-street-
photography-awards-2023#google_vignette  
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Photo Assignment: Minimalist Compositions 

Old Town 
Old Town San Diego is considered the “birthplace” of California.  San Diego is the site of the first permanent 
Spanish settlement in California.  It was here in 1769, that Father Junipero Serra came to establish the very first 
mission in a chain of 21 missions that were to be the cornerstone of California’s colonization.  Father Serra’s mission 
and Presidio were built on a hillside overlooking what is currently known as Old Town San Diego. At the base of the 
hill in 1820’s, a small Mexican community of adobe buildings was formed and by 1835 had attained the status of El 
Pueblo de San Diego.  In 1846, a U.S. Navy Lieutenant and a Marine Lieutenant, raised the American flag in the Old 
Town San Diego Plaza. 

 
 

To explore more, go to this website: 
https://www.oldtownsandiego.org/category/history/ 

El Campo Santo: 2nd Oldest Cemetery in San Diego 
 

Historic Adobe: La Casa de Machado y Stewart 
 

 

Field Trip OLD TOWN - San Diego Sunday, October 20, 2024 
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OVERVIEW 
 

OLD TOWN is the historic heart of San Diego.  Created in 1769, Old Town San Diego was California’s first 
settlement with only a mission and a fort. Witness the living legacy of California's birthplace in Old Town San 
Diego State Historic Park.  Its many preserved historic buildings and museums commemorate the early days of 
the town of San Diego from the period 1820 to 1870, allowing you to visit California's history firsthand. 

 
Wander through lush gardens or browse at one of the many specialty shops for treasures from around the world. 
Indulge in authentic Mexican food at one of the many restaurants or dance to the strolling mariachis. Pause to 
reflect at the fountains at Fiesta de Reyes and in the Bazaar del Mundo.  Take a tour of a haunted building and 
spend a day at one of the many museums. Year round, Old Town is the place for food, folklore and fun. 

 

 

SHOPPING 
 

Shopping in Old Town State Historic Park reflects the history of the 1800s and captures the essence of San 
Diego’s colorful past. A diverse selection of stores can be found in Old Town like Cousin’s Candy for fresh 
homemade taffy, Toby’s Candle Shop where you can make your own candles and the Johnson House 
specializing in millinery. Old Town Market Place, an open-air courtyard, is home to a variety of carts and shops 
that sell hand- crafted trinkets, clothing and accessories traditional to the Mexican culture. 

 
Nestled in the heart of Old Town State Historic Park, Bazaar del Mundo, a San Diego shopping and dining 
institution, is popular for food, folklore and fun. Translated as “marketplace of the world,” Bazaar del Mundo 
features award-winning restaurants and international shops with a dazzling array of ethnic clothing, jewelry, 
pottery, furnishings and many other treasures. Countless special events also make Bazaar del Mundo an 
attraction year-round. 
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AMTRAK 
Reservations & Customer Service · 1-800-USA-RAIL (1-800-872-7245) 

 
Cost: Aprox. $58.00 round trip in coach 
Seniors Save 10% 

Amtrak travelers 65 years of age and over are eligible to receive a 10% 
discount on most rail fares on most Amtrak trains. On cross-border 
services operated jointly by Amtrak and VIA Rail Canada, a 10% Senior 
discount is applicable to travelers aged 60 and over. 
Note: 
Because our field trip is on Sunday, the members should definitely make reservations ahead of time on the 
Amtrak website 

 
Schedules from Santa Ana and Irvine 

 

Departures 

Santa Ana Depot 
7:01 am - 8:50 am 
8:01 am- 9:50 pm 

 
Departures 

Irvine Depot 
8:12 am - 9:50 am 

Returns 

San Diego- Old Town Depot 
4:10 pm - 6:02 pm 
5:10 pm - 7:04 pm 

 
Returns 

San Diego- Old Town Depot 
5:10 pm - 6:51 pm 
7:10 pm - 8:48 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15215 Barranca Parkway 
Irvine, CA 92618 
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Carpooling: 

If you would rather Carpool: It will take about two hours from the carpooling location so we will meet at 8:00 
a.m. to get there.  The carpool meets at the South end of the AAA parking lot on the northeast corner of Beach 
Boulevard and Stark Street in Huntington Beach. 

 
 

 

 

LUNCH:  We will meet at 1:00 p.m. 
 

RESTAURANT: Casa Guadalajara, 
                               4105 Taylor St., San Diego, CA 92110 
 

     Phone: 1+619-295-5111 
 
Website: https://www.casaguadalajara.com/ 
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Map of Old Town, San Diego 
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November 2024 Assignment - Night Photography 
 

Assignment to be shown at January 2025 mee�ng                              By John Bare 
 

Night photography is considered to be anything that we shoot a�er the sun goes down.  
Generally speaking, there are two �meframes that make up “night”.  Twilight - which lasts from 
sunset to what’s called the “astro end” - is what we call the “blue hour”, when the sky s�ll has 
some color to it.  This gives us about one to one and a half hours to work with, depending upon 
which direc�on we’re shoo�ng.  The other �meframe is darkest night. 
 

             
 
 
Why is this important?  The ideal is to have the sky dark enough to have color but the overall 
light on the subject to be sufficient to define the subject.  If the sunset is behind the subject 
(we’re shoo�ng towards the west), we’ll have to shoot later because the western sky stays 
lighter longer.  If we’re shoo�ng towards the east, we can shoot earlier because the eastern sky 
darkens earlier. 
 
What can we shoot at twilight/night?  Just about anything: landscapes, cityscapes, buildings, 
star trails or the Milky Way, or whatever captures your eye.  As an architectural photographer, 
my tendency is to choose buildings and cityscapes.  My clients o�en request “dusk” shots, since 
the buildings are either lit by designed ligh�ng or at least glow from inside ligh�ng. 
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Equipment-wise, there are two main requirements (although they are not absolutely 
necessary): a sturdy tripod and a remote trigger.  It’s possible to shoot without these, but the 
degree of difficulty to get a successful, sharp image decreases drama�cally when you do employ 
them.  You want to avoid any camera shake, since you’ll be using a longer exposure/shuter 
speed in the diminished light.  When a tripod is not available, brace your camera as much as 
possible on a solid object, like a light pole or wall. 
 

           
 
 
What camera se�ngs do we use for night shots?  If you’re shoo�ng from a tripod, you can keep 
your ISO set reasonably low, in the 100-400 range, when shoo�ng during the “blue hour”.  This 
helps minimize noise from the longer exposures.  You can also employ a smaller aperture 
(higher number f/stop) to help keep a wider depth of field if you’re shoo�ng from a tripod.  
Make sure you turn on the long-exposure noise reduc�on on your camera.  You will definitely be 
using a longer shuter speed, anywhere from 2-3 seconds to upward of 30 seconds, possibly 
longer.  You should definitely always shoot in RAW (I shoot both RAW and jpeg).  This will give 
you more control during post-processing. We have a gi� with digital photography to be able to 
see and preview our images.  Night photography makes this even more important.  Use your 
viewing screen to adjust your exposure. 
 

           
 
 
In post-processing, the two main aspects to consider, other than proper exposure and contrast, 
are color temperature and noise reduc�on.  Because there can be several different light sources 
illumina�ng your subject, make adjustments in color temperature (and �nt) to give the best 
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overall color to your subject.  Other colors of light, like mercury-vapor streetlights, can be dealt 
with in Photoshop.  And even if you employ the noise reduc�on se�ng on your camera, you 
may want to reduce it further in Camera Raw/Lightroom Develop. 
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November Field Trip
Crystal Cove State Parkland and Laguna Beach

Date:  Wednesday November 13, 2024

Plan your day so you can hit the best of both locations, or just pick one to focus on.

CARPOOLING:   For those who wish to carpool and save on the cost of parking at the 
State Park, you can meet at 8:30 am at the south end of the AAA parking lot located on 
the northeast corner of Beach Boulevard and Stark Drive in Huntington Beach

PARKING:  There is a $15 daily fee for parking at Crystal Cove.  The same pass will 
work for any of the parking lots in the State Park.  If you have a Golden Bear pass or a 
California Parks pass, that will allow you to park for “free” in any of the lots.  You will be 
able to start at Crystal Cove, leave and return on the same day for the one daily price.

DIRECTIONS:  Crystal Cove State Park is located along PCH between the cities of 
Corona Del Mar and Laguna Beach.  There are several entries to the park.  Consult the 
map to decide which one works best for your planned shoot. Laguna Beach is only a 
couple miles south of the park to make it a day.

LUNCH:  We will meet for lunch at 12:00 noon at Zpizza which is located in the Crystal 
Cove Shopping Center south of the park on the east side of PCH at 7956 E. Pacific 
Coast Hwy, Newport Beach, CA 92657 

 ASSIGNMENT:  Night Photography.  On a field trip you can shoot whatever you want.

TIDES:  Low of -.29 at 1:20 PM    High of 6.21 at 6:39 AM and 4.50 at 7:26PM  

Sunrise is at 6:22   Sunset is 4:49 PM  and the park opens at 6 AM.
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The entire park hosts a total of 3 miles of beaches and tide pools, a 1,400 acre marine 
Conservation Area as well as an underwater park, 400 acres of bluffs, and 2,400 acres 
of canyons which means there are plenty of photo ops in the park.

Crystal Cove State Park provides the photographer with several areas to explore. Each 
area provides a slightly different set of animals and plants to discover. The Pelican Point 
area is the northernmost part of the park where tide pools can be found. The tidepool 
area is a rock and boulder field exposed at low tide. There are plenty of pools of water 
that trap seawater when the tide recedes. There are plenty of mussels, barnacles, sea 
anemones and limpets of all kinds. There are areas of sand flats that provide a different 
set of animals and seaweed. This area also features interesting rock formation and 
geology and provides a different experience than the other tidepool areas in the park.  
Tidepools can also be found near the historic district.  Fortunately, low tide the day we 
are there is late morning at 1:30 so you can visit after lunch.

The Crystal Cove Historic District is a 12.3-acre coastal portion of the 2,791-acre 
Crystal Cove State Park. The federally listed Historic District is an enclave of 46 vintage 
rustic coastal cottages originally built as a seaside colony in the 1930’s & ‘40’s and 
nestled around the mouth of Los Trancos Creek. It is one of the last remaining 
examples of early 20th century Southern California coastal development.  California 
State Parks and the Crystal Cove Alliance have completed Phases I and II of restoration 
in the Historic District, which provide cottages for visitor services, educational and 
community programs, a restaurant, and 21 cottages for overnight use by the public.  
They have recently done restoration on the majority of the cottages.

Page 22

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal_Cove_State_Marine_Conservation_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal_Cove_State_Marine_Conservation_Area


All the information you could want can be found at this link:
http://www.crystalcovestatepark.org

Laguna Beach is just south of Crystal Cove by a couple miles on PCH.

The artist colony of 
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Laguna Beach is one of Orange County’s hidden gems. The city’s topography is unique to other 
California coastal cities with its seven miles of coves and beaches where visitors can explore sea 
caves, tide pools, oceanside bluffs, natural tide pools and, of course, sandy beaches. One of the 
great things about Laguna Beach is the walkability of the seaside village. There are public 
restrooms at the north and south ends of the Main Beach and benches for “people watching” 
on the boardwalk. With over 100 pieces of public art sprinkled throughout, there is literally art 
around every corner.

Parking:  Metered street parking is available and enforced 
from 8am-7pm at all meters. Credit cards and quarters are 
accepted. Rates range from $1-$4.50 per hour. Most meters 
have a 3-hour limit. If there is a time restriction on a meter, 
you must move your car to a new spot once you have 
reached the limit, you may not re-feed that meter. If you 
have a handicap placard, you may park in an on-street 
metered parking space without having to pay (for up to 72 hours).  If you plan to stay more 
than 3 hours, look for a main lot. 

Main Beach is located right in the heart of Laguna. It is located in the Village Area near 
downtown. This is a wide beach with more sandy area than many of the smaller beaches and 
coves of Laguna Beach. There are volleyball courts, a lifeguard stand, basketball courts, a 
boardwalk, a playground, large grassy areas, picnic tables, benches, showers, and restrooms. At 
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the north end, there are tide pools as well. Main Beach is just south of Rockpile Beach and 
Heisler Park and just north of Sleepy Hollow Beach. There is metered street parking along 
Pacific Coast Highway. 

Heisler Park, 375 Cliff Drive, overlooks the ocean just north of Main Beach.  There are picnic 
tables, large grassy areas, barbeques, restrooms and beach access. Beaches below Heisler Park 
include Diver’s Cove, Picnic Beach, and Monument Point Beach. These beaches are popular 
with scuba divers, snorkelers, and tide-poolers. Access to the beach is down a walking ramp 
near Myrtle Street. The park is also home to the Laguna Beach Lawn Bowling Club established in 
1931. There is nearby metered parking as well as street parking along Cliff Drive.

Other Points of Interest:

There’s so much more to do and see in Laguna. Some of the more popular places are: 1000 
Steps Beach; Victoria Beach, and the Pirates Tower; Ruby’s Auto Diner with Classic Cars; The 
Orange Inn for date shakes, smoothies, etc.; the Pacific Marine Mammal Center, if open; and 
the statue of the original Laguna Greeter. See 

https://www.visitlagunabeach.com/
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     Angels Camp Weekend Trip      October 10-13, 2024 
 
Angels Camp is located on Highway 49, in the beautiful Goldrush country of Central California. You won't want 
to miss this trip.  
The PSOC Fall trip will be three nights in this historic mining town. You will also want to see the many other 
nearby historic towns of the Goldrush Country which are very photogenic. They include Murphys, Sutter Creek, 
Mokelumne Hill, Jackson, Volcano, and many others within a short distance. There are many nearby vineyards 
to visit and three caverns to see. Calaveras Big Trees State Park, a 6,000-acre preserve of forest including two 
magnificent stands of giant Sequoia redwoods is also nearby. There are many rivers and small lakes that can 
provide opportunities for Fall color images with reflections.  
Yosemite Valley is just east of Highway 49 via Highway 120. 

We will be staying at the Travelodge in Angels Camp. Rooms are being held for PSOC members at the nightly 
room rates of $130 to $144, plus tax. You can check out the Inn at Travelodge by Wyndham Angels Camp 
CA | Angels Camp, CA Hotels (wyndhamhotels.com) .        

Make your reservation by calling  
Travelodge directly at 

209-736-5004. Ask for the Mike 
Whitmore/PSOC room reservations 
and special rates. 

Downtown Angels Camp 
Columbia in the Fall (2) 
Winery in October 
Hanging Out on Main Street 

  

  
 
Google link to 
sign up for the 
Angels Camp 
field trip: 
https://docs.goog
le.com/spreadshe
ets/d/1PRCQYte6
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H6PIP8N8hla_QfD
yYlviW5b9GyXOT
_RMshU/edit?usp
=sharing 

Goldrush Country

Along 
Highway 49 in October
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2024 PSOC HOLIDAY PARTY 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5th  

6:00 to 9:00 pm 
6:00-7:00 - social hour; 7:00-8:00 - dinner;  

8:00-8:30 - dessert, slideshow and table centerpiece raffle;  
8:30-9:00 – gift card drawing by the fireplace 

 
GREENBROOK CLUBHOUSE 

 18222 Santa Joanana, Fountain Valley (see attached map) 
 

PRICE: $25 PER PERSON  
(Reservations and payments are due by November 25th) 

 
Dinner will be a catered buffet which includes: 

Herb Roasted Chicken, Vegetable Lasagna, Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
with gravy, Sauteed Green Beans, Yams, Stuffing, Dinner Rolls    

with butter, Holiday Cookies, Desserts, Beverages, Coffee & Wine 
 

The club will provide beverages, coffee, wine and some desserts.                 
*** You’re welcome to bring a special dessert to share with others 

     
We will NOT have a Gift Exchange this year!   

A raffle will be held for table centerpieces, plus, everyone  
          will be included in a drawing for a chance to win gift cards. 
Google Link to Register: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/173xjZlnhYzBHmkqcbw0gDYfuGkoeOfGZ_rv_nSyJxD4/edit?usp=
sharing 

You can mail your check (payable to PSOC; ref. Holiday Party) to 
Dan Anderson at 5051 Linda Circle, Huntington Beach, CA 92649  
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Click on Map weblink below: 

https://local.yahoo.com/info-21070360-greenbrook-homeowners-association-
fountain-valley 

 

 

 

Greenbrook Clubhouse 
18222 Santa Joanana St. 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
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Our Members Have Been Busy with Great Accomplishments 
 

Carol Calkins: One main page photo in September and 1 inset photo in July in the 2024 Bolsa Chica 
Conservancy Calendar. 

 
Cheryl Del Toro 
Cheryl sold a greeting card photograph titled “Hollywood Hills After Dark” through Fine Art America. 

 
Cheryl’s Teton Sunrise photograph was accepted into the Irvine Fine ArtsCenter Exhibition from July 
6th-September 28th. 

 
 

Bernd Steinebrunner: In December, he was awarded three Honorable Mentions in the International 
Color 
Photography Competition ‘Chromatic Awards’ - 
Under People, Landscape and Animals and 
Wildlife. See Bernd’s website of his recent Books 
and Awards 

 
President’s note: The Chromatic Awards site is 
worth  the  time  to  gain  inspiration  and 
examples of excellent Photography 

 
JOURNEY TO THE JUNGLE (Published in 2023 
– For Sale on Amazon) I had the 
opportunity to experience the immense 
biodiversity of Costa Rica. I captured 
photographs of the wildlife I encountered 
in their natural habitat, ranging from 
crocodiles to snakes, monkeys, countless 
birds, and iguanas. 
https://www.bestphotogallery.com/Publications 

 
Eileen Rizzacasa: Two main page photos in August and October in the 2024 Bolsa Chica 
Conservancy Calendar, and one photo in the 2024 Wings Over Bolsa Calendar. She also has two 
photographs of Bald Eagles in the Bolsa Chica Land Trust’s Spring issue. 

 
Kurt Bayless: One main page photo in February and one inset photo in August in the 2024 Bolsa 
Chica 
Conservancy Calendar, and 3 photos in the 2024 Wings Over Bolsa Calendar. 

 
Dan Anderson: 1st Place Cash Award a photograph on display in the Cypress Art League Art 
Exhibition. 
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Jennie Breeze: Jennie sold her canvas photo 
“Carrara, Italy” to a buyer from Ridgewood, NJ. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Annette Globits: Two of Annette’s black & white 
photos were juried into the Surreal 100 Year 
Anniversary Show at the Huntington Beach Art 
Center from September 7 - October 26, 2024. 

 

 
 

Dan received 1st Place and 2nd Place  
Awards from the Cypress Art League  
Show for his color and black & white  

photographs. 

 

 

Bernd just recently published his latest book 
“Journey to the Desert” on Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DH2L8WF4, 
which is the 5th in the series “Journey - My 
Photographic Impressions of the World.” 
 
 
 
 

The following members have their images 
published in the new 2025 Wings Over 
Bolsa calendar: 

• Carol Calkins – 2 images (1 image is 
the back cover) 

• Donna Stogner – 1 image 
• Eric Stogner – 1 image 
• Kurt Bayless – 3 images 
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HONORING PSOC MILITARY VETERANS

MEMBER NAME BRANCH OF SERVICE RANK & DUTIES ACTIVE DUTY

Dan Anderson Marines
Corporal (E-4) - Flame Tank 
Commander. 1 tour in Vietnam. 1966-67

John Bare Navy

Lt. Commander (O-4) - Officer-In-
Charge of PCF "Swift" Boat in Vietnam 
and Specter-Class patrol boat in San 
Diego. 1 tour in Vietnam. 1968-72

Kurt Bayless Navy

2nd Class Petty Officer (E-5) - Air 
Controller, Naval Air Station New 
Orleans. Supervised E-3/E-4's in tower. 1966-69

David Bennett Army

Specialist 4 (E-4) - Light weapons 
infantry and tunnel rat.  1 tour in 
Vietnam. 1966-68

Richard "Rich" S. Boyd Army

1st Lieutenant (O-2) - Infantry leader 
with Delta Company, 1/501st Battalion, 
101st Airborne Div. 1 tour in Vietnam. 1968-69

David Calkins Navy
2nd Class Petty Officer (E-5) - Supply 
Accountant. 3 tours in Vietnam. 1966-70

Gordon Hastings Navy
Sr. Chief Petty Officer (E-8) - 
Storekeeper and Career Counselor. 1958-81

Arthur Huhta Navy

Commander (O-5) - Naval Flight Officer 
(Aviation Tactical Coordinator, Aerial 
Navigator / Anti-Submarine Patrol, 
Maritime Reconnaissance, Anti- 
Infiltration Coastal Patrol in Vietnam) 1963-67

Charlie Hunt Army

Captain (O-3) - Transportation Officer in 
Germany and Company Convoy 
Commander in Vietnam. 1966-71

Richard K. Leffingwell Army

1st Lieutenant (O-2) - Infantry & 
Training Officer and Aide De Camp to 
Commander in Korea. 1966-69

Jan-Steven Merson Navy

Airmen 3rd Class (E-4) - Operated 
refueling of A-6 Intruders while airborne 
from USS JFK aircraft carrier. Air Tanker 
based at Naval Air Station Virginia 
Beach. 1971-72
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HONORING PSOC MILITARY VETERANS

MEMBER NAME BRANCH OF SERVICE RANK & DUTIES ACTIVE DUTY

Gary Miller Army
Specialist 6 (E-6) - Clerk Typist and 
Legal Clerk. 1971

Ronald D. Murphy

Marines       (active 
duty) /                

Air Nat'l Gd
(active reserve)

Buck Sergeant (E-5) - Forward Air 
Controller in Japan and Phillipines. 1958-62

Frank Oliveri Navy
1st Class Petty Officer (E-6) - 
Photographer's Mate. 1946-51

Jim Parenzan Army
Specialist 4 (E-4) - Telephone Wireman.  
1 tour in Vietnam. 1970-71

Oliver G. Perez Army Specialist 4 (E-4) - Infantryman. 1969-71

John Topolewski Navy
2nd Class Petty Officer (E-5) - Supply 
Auditor of books & spending. 1969-72

William "Bill" Wade Army

Staff Sergeant (E-6) - 13B40 Chief of 
Section/Gunner. 1 tour in Vietnam (RVN 
1969-70). 1968-70

Michael Whitmore Navy

Captain (O-6) - Piloted P5M, P2 & P3 
aircraft, T28 Flight Instructor in 
Pensicola.  3 tours in Vietnam. 1959-70
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PICTURE THIS 

 Alexandre Manuel 
 

 

 

 

Alexandre’s tryst with photography began in the year 2000 when he was 
traveling in Brazil. He started capturing the landscapes of the strange yet 
wonderful city of Sao Paulo with his disposable camera with the goal of 
capturing its emotions, beauty and pathos. 

But over time, Manuel’s work became more about natural scenery that is 
removed from human presence. You might catch a shadow or a silhouette 
once in a while but most of the time, it is about the natural state of structures 
that surround us humans. 
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Suggested PSOC Critique Guidelines 

PSOC was founded as a platform for image sharing and supportive self-improvement.  With the 
expanded utilization of outside professional photographers to critique the members' submitted images, 
that mission has evolved into a shared desire to become more proficient in the art and craft of 
photography.  

It is the responsibility of those who critique to foster that desire and encourage and teach the members 
through that critique. The critique should be a careful review of the images accompanied by an opinion 
regarding the overall strength of the image, as well as an opinion regarding the artistic and technical 
aspects of the image presented. Although the spectrum of photographers showing images includes 
beginners as well as some who are very advanced, learning and growth should be encouraged at all 
levels. The following guidelines have been formulated to bring a consistency of format to the critiques. 
These are not checklists, just suggestions to help the critiquers help our members improve their 
photographic craft.  

1. What is your overall first impression? What impact does the image have for you? What do you like 
about the photograph? Be concise. Remember you are teaching all the members as well as the 
contributing photographer.  

2. What constructive comments can you make? How does the composition and framing work? How 
does your eye take in the elements of the image? What gets your attention, and why? Note use of 
techniques like "rule" of thirds, leading lines, framing, patterns, lighting choices, and other visual 
elements. What helpful comments can you make?  

3. How do you see the technical and processing factors contributing to the image? This may include 
perspective, exposure, highlight detail, shadow detail, bright and dark areas, contrast; processing of 
color or black and white, luminescence, contrast, vignetting, dodging, burning, and cropping.  

4. Make it clear that your comments are all your opinion on how you might do it differently, based on 
your experience, personal style, vision, and processing preferences. Other artists/photographers may 
often see the image differently.  

5. How might you encourage the photographer? Remember, the photographer has a reason to show this 
work and obviously feels good about it. You are encouraged to ask the photographer to comment on 
what they were seeing and expressing in the image. We would also like you to encourage the 
members in attendance to participate through questions and comments.  

6. Although the title slide for each member's submittal does not need to be critiqued, an outstanding 
title image can be quickly noted.  

7. Please be concise in your comments. The meetings are scheduled for two hours, and there can often 
be well over 100 images submitted. 
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           Wall Hangers 
 

 

Steve Lichtenberger 

                             

Annete Globits       Rosario Yeung-Lindquist 
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          Colleen Bevacqua  

            

Deniz Gillham    

  

Doug Bucklew        Diane Fritz 
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